Photo 1- Camera requirements
Wolfe

 You will begin the year using digital cameras. Although we do have cameras available to check out, it is beneficial if you have your own camera to use and become familiar with. The first two cameras listed will work well for the digital assignments. You will be completing film assignments as well. We have film cameras for their use, but only a limited number. If you have access to the last camera type listed below, please bring it to class at the appropriate time.

1. DIGITAL SLR:   All DSLRs will work because they all include the following modes:  shutter speed mode (usually indicated by an S or T on the dial on top of the camera body), aperture mode (A on the dial), and manual mode (M on the dial).  Your camera only needs one lens; I would recommend a standard 55 mm lens or any “kit” lens that comes with the camera that is the same brand as the body and works (Canon body and  lens, for example, unless you really know how about other lenses).

2. A SMALLER DIGITAL CAMERA: that has Aperture, Shutter Speed and manual shooting modes.  Some small digitals have these important creative controls and also manual focus.  The A, S and M modes may be found in a menu, if not on a visible dial. 

3. 35 mm FILM SLR:  Students need a basic single lens reflex (SLR) film camera that has the following settings: Shutter Speed mode (usually there is an S or T on a dial on top of the camera body), Aperture mode (A on the dial), and Manual mode (M on the dial). They only need one lens; I would recommend a standard 50 mm lens.   If you or a family member already owns a 35mm film camera that your student was planning to use, try to download the correct owner’s manual.  Student should bring the manual with the camera and a fresh battery to class when we begin the film unit. Chances are very good that it can be used for the course and I’ll let them know if there are any problems.   A new Vivitar or Nikon FILM SLR costs about $200; used are considerably less and more widely available. 

If you choose to buy a camera, you can go to a store or online. Whichever you choose, either digital or film SLRs, be sure the lens is included and that it is the original lens by the same manufacturer.  Please remember that excellent film SLR cameras can be found tucked away, no longer used by friends and relatives. Let me know if you have any camera questions, I am more than happy to offer recommendations or take a look at what your looking at for assurance that it will work for you.




